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According to a 35-page report released by the Washington- based monitor Americas Watch, the
human rights situation in Mexico has not improved over the past year. The report, titled "Unceasing
Abuses," states that despite President Carlos Salinas de Gortari's professed commitment to improve
respect for human rights by Mexican authorities, the number and severity of reported abuses have
not significantly changed. The Americas Watch report charged that the Salinas administration has
failed to halt the "routine use of torture" by police, and has not reversed a long-standing "policy
of impunity" applied to officers responsible for abuses. The report praised the government for
establishing the National Human Rights Commission (CNDH) in June 1990. The Commission's
mandate includes investigation of human rights complaints, recommending legislative reforms,
and developing programs to educate Mexican officials and the public about their rights. Americas
Watch suggests that the government expand the CNDH mandate to deal with the problem of
official impunity. The report said, "Human rights violations will not stop until the institutions of
abuse are dismantled, [and] those who commit abuses and their superiors must believe that they
will be charged, tried and punished to the full extent of the law." The report criticizes the Bush
administration for failing to adopt a more forceful stance in regard to human rights violations in
Mexico. Americas Watch notes that the White House has asked Congress for $26 million in aid for
Mexican anti-narcotics efforts, most of which would go to the Federal Police. Federal Police officers
are widely perceived as among Mexico's most flagrant human rights violators. On Sept. 17, the
London-based Amnesty International (AI) released a report on Mexico accusing the government
of tolerating human rights abuses by police. AI executive director John G. Healey said, "It's time
for the United States government and the international community to stop turning a blind eye
to the flagrant human rights abuses committed by the Mexican government." AI said its office
has received hundreds of reports of torture over the past two years, including some in which the
victims died. The report said people are beaten; subjected to electric shocks, mock executions
and having a mineral water- chili powder solution forced up their noses; immersed in water; and
nearly asphyxiated with plastic bags. Like Americas Watch, AI acknowledged the establishment
of the CNDH as a step in the right direction. The Amnesty report said the organization lacks the
independence necessary to fully exercise its mandate. "Since 1986," said the report, "a series of legal
and administrative measures were adopted to end human rights abuses in Mexico, but these have
failed to stop torture and mistreatment." On Sept. 18, Mexico's Attorney General Ignacio Morales
Lechuga told reporters that the Salinas administration is willing to address recommendations
by Amnesty International and Americas Watch. He said, "There have been cases of torture by
the police, but it's not a daily occurrence." Morales Lechuga added that in the 100 days since
his appointment as Attorney General, he has fired 34 members of the judiciary suspected of
involvement in homicide or torture. Next, on Sept. 25, the CNDH presented a report on its activities
and the current status of human rights throughout the country. The report indicates that the use
of torture is declining. Since June 1990, the Commission received 4,868 complaints of human
rights abuses. Of the total, 2,288 cases had been resolved, 2,055 were still under investigation, and
investigation into another 525 cases had not formally opened due to lack of sufficient information.
The Commission report indicated that 77 police officers and other public officials had been arrested
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on suspicion of human rights violations over the last 15 months. In 38 of these cases, a guilty verdict
resulted in a prison sentence. Next, 21 of the 77 were temporarily suspended from duty, and charges
against 18 were dismissed. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 09/08/91, 09/18/91; AP, 09/17/91; Spanish
news service EFE, 09/17/91; Agence France-Presse, 09/17/91, 09/18/91; Notimex, 09/25/91)
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